
256 Feb. 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

ministration and the Congress take very seri-
ously.

Accordingly, in conducting your oversight
of the ongoing investigation being under-
taken by the Department of Defense, with
the assistance of other executive departments
and agencies, into possible chemical or bio-
logical agent exposures during the Gulf War,
I am directing your attention to the recently
declassified documents. You have a vital role
in assisting me, the Congress, and the Amer-
ican public in understanding their full signifi-
cance.

These documents have been provided to
the Inspectors General of the United States
Army and the Central Intelligence Agency,
both of whom are conducting investigations
relating to Khamisiyah. There are two impor-
tant questions raised by these recently de-
classified documents that must be resolved
by these investigations: (1) When did we have
sufficient evidence to conclude that chemical
munitions were present at Khamisiyah and
that U.S. forces conducting demolition activi-
ties may have been exposed to chemical war-
fare agents; and (2) Once we had that infor-
mation, what actions were taken by whom
to investigate this alarming possibility and
were those actions sufficient.

Your oversight efforts should take full ac-
count of the evidence disclosed by these on-
going investigations, as well as the informa-
tion being developed by the Office of the
Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses at
the Department of Defense. Your prelimi-
nary assessment relating to the adequacy of
the investigations concerning these issues
should be provided as soon as possible within
the next 60 days, and no later than April 30,
1997, the date specified in Executive Order
13034 for your interim status report.

Thank you for your continuing efforts and
those of your fellow members and supporting
staff. Your Committee’s dedicated efforts are
truly indispensable to ensuring that no stone
is left unturned on behalf of Gulf War veter-
ans.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Weapons
of Mass Destruction
February 26, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
The National Defense Authorization Act

for Fiscal Year 1997 (Public Law 104–201),
title XIV, section 1411 requires the President
to transmit a report to the Congress that as-
sesses the capabilities of the Federal Govern-
ment to prevent and respond to terrorist inci-
dents involving weapons of mass destruction
and to support State and local prevention and
response efforts. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I transmit the attached report on the
subject issue.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 26, 1997.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Frei
February 26, 1997

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. President,
Mrs. Frei, members of the Chilean delega-
tion, distinguished guests, welcome to the
White House. Mr. President, I enjoyed our
meeting today, especially your perspective as
a trained engineer committed to building
bridges. [Laughter] You have more experi-
ence and credibility at that than I have, but
I am glad to be your partner in building those
bridges.

The United States respects the extraor-
dinary accomplishments of the Chilean peo-
ple, the brave struggle to reclaim democracy
which has cast the light of liberty over your
land and over the entire hemisphere. The
United States respects the extraordinary eco-
nomic achievements of Chile, which have
shined the light of hope over your land and
the entire hemisphere.

Beyond democracy, you have advanced
equality before the law and good govern-
ment. Beyond economic growth, you have
advanced fuller participation in Chile’s pros-
perity, reducing poverty and increasing edu-
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